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Lord Mandeville to Secretary Conway, 1623. 



[Abstract from Eng. Pub. Rec. Office, by W. N. Sainsbury.] 

1623, Oct. 17, Whitehall. 
Lord President Mandeville to Secretary Conway : 

Begs he will acquaint his Majesty that those of the Virginia 
Company were this day before the Lords to give answer whether 
they would surrender up their old Patent or no. That nothing 
should be mistaken by them, he had punctually set down to 
them in writing the alterations that his Maj. intended which was 
to change only the frame of the Government and the manner of 
the plantation for the good of the people, but to have every 
private man's interest preserved and to be secured if it were 
defective. The Company this day delivered in an answer answer- 
able to their former doings and say that they can give no answers 
touching the yielding up of their Patent until they have had a 
Quarter Court which will not be until 19th Nov r . This answer 
was so ill pleasing to the Lords that with reproof we have had 
sent them back and peremptorily prefixed unto them to bring to 
their Lordships a direct answer on Monday next, when if they 
shall not offer the yielding up of that Patent then Mr. Attorney 
is directed to take a course for revoking of it. 

(Extract from Domestic Corresp., Jas. I, Vol. 153, No. 67.) 



The Virginia Company and The House of Commons, 

1624. 



[Copy by W. N. Sainsbury.] 



[In Jan. , 1624, the Virginia Company threatened with ruin from 
the intrigues of an illiberal and unscrupulous faction within itself, 
arid by the hostility of the King, who regarded it as "a seminary 
of sedition," prepared as a last resort, a petition to the House of 
Commons, praying relief and redress. This was presented on 



